Address by the MEC for Local Government and Housing, Mme Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, on the occasion of the launch of the Women’s Month at Motantanyane village, Lepelle Nkumpi Municipality, 27 July 2007
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We know it as a fact that, at some point in history, women were considered second-class citizens whose existence was limited to the interior life of the home and care of children. Women were considered sub-sets of their husbands and, after marriage, they did not have the right to own property, maintain their wages, or sign a contract – let alone vote. It was expected that women be obedient wives, never to hold a thought or opinion independent of their husbands. It was even considered improper for women to travel alone or to speak in public gatherings.
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Societies have since changed. The evolution of humanity has brought about the women's suffrage movement, which was formally set into motion in 1848 with the first Women's Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, New  York.
The South African women’s struggle got off the ground with the formation in 1954 of the Federation of South African Women. It was the first indication that the ANCWL wanted to be involved in improving the lot of women nationally and not only within their own organization. 
The women’s march to the Union Buildings in 1956 declared in their petition that: “We, the women of South Africa, have come here today. We represent and we speak on behalf of hundreds of thousands of women who could not be with us. But all over the country, at this moment, women are watching and thinking of us. Their hearts are with us. We cannot and never shall compromise on our fundamental demands, as set forth in the Freedom Charter, for the full and unqualified rights of all our people as equal citizens of our country. We do not ask for more than that; but we shall never be satisfied with anything less’’. 
The formation in 1956 of the ANC Women’s League (ANCWL) was another critical milestone in the political history of our nation.  The formation of the Women’s League heralded a new era that changed the political landscape in South Africa. Modernisation and harmonisation of culture and tradition into progressive laws that protect women from abuse and neglect has tremendously led to a changed outlook of society.
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As we continue with our transformation agenda of an engendered society, we must further our commitment to eradicate poverty, which has taken a form of a feminine face. In the same breath, we will be celebrating our Women’s Day at Mahwelereng Stadium in Mogalakwena municipality to remember and commemorate many heroines of our struggle for liberation.
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It is my wish and hope that as we move forward, empowerment of women must find expression in program implementation of government departments as enshrined in both government and ANC policy documents.
I must express my gratitude to the Lonmin Mine for complementing the endeavors of our Provincial Government by donating blankets for 20 identified households. The Limpopo Women in Business will be donating five houses to some of the poorest of the poor in five District Municipalities. Lastly, our Government will contribute clothes and food stuff to identified families. 

It is my pleasure and privilege, on behalf of the women of Limpopo, to officially launch the Women’s Month of August.
I thank you
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