Address by the MEC for Local Government and Housing, Mme Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, on the occasion of the launch of the Housing Project in Musina District Municipality, 11 September 2007
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Ladies and gentlemen
It is indeed a great pleasure to welcome you all, to this memorable event. Those of you who traveled here by road like me would have noticed the spectacular landscapes and breathtaking sceneries which make this part of our Province a true tropical paradise of South Africa. I am sure that you will agree with me that Limpopo is like no other province in South Africa, both in terms of its uniqueness, habitat and natural beauty. 

We are here today to lay the foundation that symbolizes the launch of 1 839 housing units to the people of Musina Local Municipality, realising that Musina is the doorstep in and out of South Africa, adjacent to Zimbabwe and a major route to the rest of Africa. 

As stated during our Budget Vote Speech to the Legislature, we still wish to emphasise that occupation of houses illegally is prohibited and is punishable by law. We must also emphasise that low-cost not meant to be rented out. 
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Past policies of segregation and discrimination have left a legacy of inequality and poverty. The apartheid system was heavily biased towards providing health, education and housing services to the white minority, to the detriment of the black population who were denied the opportunity to accumulate human and physical capital. 

Since the dawn of the new democratic dispensation in 1994 the government of South Africa in its development policy initiatives has attached high priority to the issues of poverty alleviation and a more equitable distribution of income and wealth. In particular the government is committed to a programme of empowerment of the previously disadvantaged groups and regions. Limpopo Province features quite the most on this issue.
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Poverty is multi-faceted. It can be linked to lack of access to clean water, sanitation, health-care and schools, amongst other things. It can also be about hunger, unemployment, exploitation, lack of employment opportunities, low wages and lack of job security.
 In rural communities, the poor – particularly women – walk long distances to gather firewood for the purpose of cooking and keeping the family warm during those cold winter nights. In many respects, it is therefore true that poverty has adopted a feminine face.
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The majority party, the ANC, has declared this year as “the year to intensify the struggle against poverty”, and our task as a democratic government is to eradicate poverty in order to emancipate women from the bondage of patriarchy, disease and underdevelopment. As part of our duty to society, we aim to create a non-sexist, non-racial and developed country for our future generations.

The Progressive Women’s Movement has begun a process to uplift the plight of women, especially rural women, in pursuit of gender equality, work and decent housing. 

We are dedicated to fighting poverty in the same way that we fought against apartheid. Empowerment of women must find expression in programme implementation across the three tiers of government. 
We at the Department of Local Government and Housing have embarked on a programme of transformation to empower women and eradicate poverty. We strive for transformation of the society that is based on the vision of the Freedom Charter and the Constitution.

We model ourselves under the principles of Batho Pele/People First. The Batho Pele initiative aims to enhance the quality and accessibility of Government services by improving efficiency and accountability to the recipients of public goods and services.
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In taking this step forward we are reversing the trends of apartheid, poverty and oppression. This concrete step marks the continuous development of our province and its people.

 Lawful occupants are obliged not to sell low-cost houses. In cases where there is a pressing need to sell these houses; government must receive the first option to buy. This means that they can only sell these houses back to the state.

We have observed with great concern that there is an emerging trend by loan sharks to mortgage low-cost housing as a security for non-payment of the loans with a view to finally take over the houses. This is illegal and must stop.
We urge the people of Musina to participate in the process of building a progressive nation, the economic growth of Limpopo and the country at large.

I thank you.
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