Address by the MEC for Local Government and Housing, Mme Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, on the occasion of the Free Basic Services campaign, Thohoyandou, 26 March 2008
Executive Mayor of Vhembe, Clr Phil Mdaka,

Mayor of Thulamela Municipality, Hosi Makumbane,

Speakers and Chief Whips,

Councillors,

Officials from our Government,

Representatives from Eskom,

Representatives from Lepelle Water Board,

Distinguished guests,

Comrades and friends,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Ndimatsheloni,

The provision of basic services such as portable and drinkable water, electricity, decent and affordable housing, decent sanitation remains one of the central tasks of the democratic movement, the ANC, to transform our municipalities from the legacy of apartheid separate developments.

To undo this legacy, we have embarked on a Free Basic Services campaign to highlight the importance of collection of tokens by indigents. This campaign runs parallel to the campaign to pay for municipal services by those who can afford to do so.

The ANC-led government hosted the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002 to discuss global issues. Government has also committed itself to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). We have resolved to halve poverty by 2014, which is a year earlier than the 2015 deadline in the MDGs. According to this commitment, government will provide drinkable and portable water by 2012 and provide decent sanitation by 2010. 

      

Our determination to eradicate poverty and half unemployment by 2014 remains one of the central tasks towards creating a better life for all. 

Program Director

In view of the recent wave of electricity blackouts, whilst encouraging those who qualify for Free Basic Services to come forward and receive the services entitled to them, which include Free Basic Electricity, we also have a responsibility to ensure that we encourage the people to save electricity. 

All of us can bear witness to the inconvenience brought about by load shedding. Eskom no longer has the capacity to supply electricity to the entire country without interruptions. All of us therefore have to ensure that we save as much electricity as possible in order to avoid further disruptions. Together we can avoid load shedding by cutting down on our electricity consumption, by ensuring that we switch off non-essential appliances.   

Programme director,

The Freedom Charter said that “there shall be housing security and comfort. The ANC-led government has adopted the Breaking New Ground policy. This policy seeks to conform to our constitutional obligations of creating a non-racial, non-sexiest, democratic and prosperous society whereby the rich and poor live side by side.

The policy will ensure that the poor live in areas that are nearer to economic activity. We have started with the implementation of this policy in Polokwane and we will continue implementing it throughout the province, including here in Thohoyandou. 

We call upon the private sector to join hands and support government in this initiative to create a new nation based on equality and prosperity.

We urge property organizations in South Africa and Limpopo in particular to encapsulate this policy wherever they establish residential properties. We must always make provision to accommodate the poor instead of isolating them. 

We reiterate our commitment to work closely with our traditional leadership on matters relating to allocation of sites. This will meaningfully contribute towards the realization of our commitment to rid the province and the country of slums by 2014.

Programme Director

We have adopted the Five-Year Local Government Strategic Agenda for municipalities in Limpopo with a view to speed up service delivery to our people. We all have to embrace Business Unusual in our work if we are to improve the pace at which government services are delivered to our people.

Our clarion appeal to communities and residence is that it is their obligation to pay for services rendered. This will enable municipalities to render quality services to our people and ensure that those who cannot afford are provided with Free Basic Services. 

Our Department and government in general would like to assure you that we will continue to eradicate poverty and unemployment. In doing so, we will also not tolerate crime, particularly crime against women and children.

This year, on the 10th of April, we will observe the 15th anniversary of the assassination of Cde Chris Hani. On 06 April, we will celebrate the 29th anniversary of the brutal murder of Solomon Kalushi Mahlangu. Still on the same month of April, we will celebrate the 60th anniversary of the formation of the ANC Women’s league and the 90th anniversary of the formation of the Bantu Women’s League. 

In conclusion, and in view of these historic celebrations I have just referred to, I would like to reiterate our government’s commitment to a local government system that works better for the people. We owe it to those who fought relentlessly to free the people from the bondage of apartheid and its segregationist policies. 

I thank you all 

   

      

  

  

